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- LET’S PRAISE THE LORD

(1) Leader (or Pastor) —Welcome and Prayer
(2) Choir, Speakers and Audience/ “Let’s Just Praise The Lord”
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Let’s Just Praise the Lord
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Welcome! We’ve gathered together just to praise the Lord. Remember the words of the doxology? ‘

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below, Praise Him above ye heaven-ly i
host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.™

I feel like praying. Will you join me? . . . Heavenly Father, we've gathered for the express purpose of praising
you. You’ve poured out a thousand biessings upon everyone of us and we just want to say thank vou Lord.
Thank you for sending Jesus into the world to save us from our sins. Thank you for food and clothing and
shelter. Thank you for the sunshine and the rain. Thank you for the Bible. Thank you for the Church.
Thank you for the fellowship of the Saints. Thank you for the work with which you have intrusted us—the
work of rescuing the perishing and caring for the dying. Help us to be so inspired as we share together that
the power of the Holy Spirit mayv be felt tugging at every heart. We ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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*READER No. I

Sing a new song to the Lord telling about his mighty deeds! For he has won a mighty victory by his power
and holiness. He has announced this victory to every nation by fulfilling his promise to be kind to Israel, The
whole earth has seen God’s salvation of his people. (Psalm 98:1, 2, 1)
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That is why the carth breaks out in praise to God and sings for utter joy! Join us! Sing your praises accom-
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Praise his unequaled greatness! Praise him with the tambourines and Praise him with the processional . . .
(Psalm 150:24)
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Praise him with stringed instruments . . . (Psaim 150:4)
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Publish his glorious acts throughout the earth. Tell everyone about the amazmg things he does. Prai
with horns—Praise him with cymbals—Yes!. . . with loud clanging cymbals . . . (Psalm 96:3; 150:4,5)
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Make a joyful symphony before the Lord . . . (Psalm 98:6)
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*READER No. 8:

Let the whole earth and all those living on it shout, “Glory to the Lord.” (Psalm 98:7)
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Sing a new song to the Lord! Sing it everywhere around the world! Each day tell someone that he saves.
(Psalm 96:1, 2; 98:8, 9; 96:12)
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Let the waves clap their hands in glee.. . . Let the hills sing out their songs of joy before the Lord.
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Let the trees of the forest rustle with praise. Let all that hath life and breath—Praise the Lord! . . .
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Section I

JESUS CHRIST...
SON OF MAN...
- SON OF GOD!

Off-Stage Voices —The Fisherman eThe Tax Collector
The Woman at the Well e The Once-Blind Man
and Choir/ “There’s Something About That Name”

(2) Choir/ “King Of Kings-Lord Of Lords"

(3) Solo (singing and speaking) |

~and Choir/ “Bethlehem ... Galilee...Gethsemane”

(4) Leader and Solo/ “God Gave The Song”

(5) Choir and Audience/ “Let’s Just Praise The Lord” (reprise)
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6 There’s Something About That Name
Pastorale—legato
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*LEADER:

Jesus Christ, the son of God, became a man— Ilke us. He walked the hills, visited the cities, went to the sea-

shores.

He met people where they were.

. . and one by one, He changed their lives.
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NOTE: The Leader should speak from on stage. The three testimonies from the New Testament, however,
are most effectively presented out of view with an offstage microphone.

© Copyright 1970 and arr, @ copyright 1973 by William J. Gaither,
International copyright secured. All rights reserved.
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Fisherman speaks
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*FISHERMAN (rough, uncultured voice . . . strong and believable):

“My brother and I are fishermen. We don’t know a lot about politics or religion; we just know a lot about

fishing.

The first time I ever heard His name my brother came down and said, ‘You just have to meet this man.” - So
I went; so I met Him. He looked at me and said, ‘Come along; come with me.’

There’s just something about Him. We just gave it all up . . . the fishing, the boats.

We’ve been with Him ever since.”
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*TAX COLLECTOR (business-like approach . . . convey amazement):
“I'm a businessman here in Jericho. Well . . . as a matter of fact, I'm a tax collector. He cameé to my house

for dinner one day. We talked for awhile and . . . well . . . I don’t know what happened to me, but I ended up
giving half of everything I owned to poor people. And to those who we cheated, I gave back four times the
amount I took . . . there’s just something about Him . . . ”
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*WOMAN AT THE WELL (gentle . . . inviting . . . with surprise):

“l was at the well drawing water when I first met Him. Naturally I offered Him a drink. But He wasn’t like

the other men I know. He seemed to look right thru me. .. He told me everything I had ever done. I never
-met a man like this man .. . He forgave me ... ”
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*LEADER:
. and that’s how it was with people everywhere—whether they were rich or poor, young or old, mighty—
lowly . . . when they met Jesus, things happened. Their lives were changed.
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*BLIND MAN (with excitement):
Me? ... I don’t know whether He’s good or bad. I only know I once was blind, but now I see!
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Leader speaks:
I believe . . . I believe! What a

on this belief that Jesus Christ is real.

Why? -
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powerful statement!

Because it is this belief that gave their life meaning.

Today it’s the same. Jesus Christ does make a difference. *(start music)
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*It was a simple song—a simple, lovely song for every man.
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*Right from the first, some tried to ignore it. They said, “There’s no song! It simply doesn’t exist.”
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* They tried to drow
it out.

sang the song.

in fury.
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* Finally they nailed that
song to a tree.
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*“There . .. that should take
care of that.”
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The song of Jesus . . . what a beautiful song. . . and what an amazing thing that this song is offered to every-
cne . . . whoever they are and whatever their needs.

God is at work . .. today . .. right now! Let’s praise Him for who He is . . . for what He has done . . .
for what He’s doing right now . . . and for what He will do . . . if we’ll let Him.

Let’s just praise the Lord!
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Gzzfﬁﬁmg -
for Believers __—

Section I

THE BELIEVE

RS SPEAK

(1) Testimony—The Older Christian
(2) Solo and Choir/ “The Longer | Serve Him”
(3) Testimony —The Life Wrecked by Wrong Choices

(4) Solo, Trio, and Choir/ “The Old Rugged Cross Made The Difference”
“l Believe In A Hill Called Mt. Calvary”

(5) Testimony—The Intellectual and Emotional Struggle
(6) Solo and Choir/ “Because He Lives”
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- NOTE: Preceeding each of tlhg nexthhree SONEs
; 1) The Longer I Serve Him
EZ; The O‘;d"angged Cross Made the Difference/ I Believe in a Hill Called Mt. Calvary and
3) Because He Lives : )
- a testimony(\zili be given by a member of your congregation whose ‘personal experience parallels that of the type

. represented by the song . .. .
: (No.1) The old saint who has walked with the Lord for many years. .
(No.2) The person whose life was wrecked by wrong choices before he (or she) finally committed

himself (or herself) to Christ. . s ,
(No.3) A persm(l who has struggled intellectually and emotionally before accepting God's grace . . .

' by faith.
i -

. . . ; g A —
It rtant that each person chosen understands completely his (or her) role in this section of praise t :
shairsi;;n g:nonal experiencg. The testimonies must not be sermons but rather a brief, deéply felt sharing of God’s
dealing in their lives. '
The testimonies on the record are the shared experiences of those three people (Dr. Dale Oldham, Doug Oldham,
Suzanne Johnson) and should not be copied. They appear here only as examples.

TESTIMONY No. 1 — THE OLDER CHRISTIAN

Seventy years—I can’t believe it! Sure I'm seventy, but don’t feel sorry for me because fifty-four of those

“seventy yéars have been spent in the wonderful service of the L(_)rd.

First, I want to thank the Lord for my Christian parents and the fact that they brought us up around an old

_ family altar. My father was a saint. He loved the Lord and he loved his Bible. He had a faith in God which

nothing (and I mean nothing—trouble, sorrow or heartaches) could shake. He used to say, “Son, rememberit’s

always safe to trust the Lord.”

Thank God for His love and grace. Working for Him has been the joy of my life. Leading others to Him has
greatly enhanced that joy.

- At sixteen, I committed my life to Christ and I've been serving him ever since. And that’s why at seventy I

have no complaints with His dealings with me—not that-the road has always been smooth. My wife and I have
known poverty, heartaches and some awfully deep sorrows. We lost our first child at birth and it put meina
rather rebellious frame of mind for a day or two, but as always, God’s grace proved sufficient. He lifted us out

of our sorrow and caused the sun to shine again.

" TI've loved Him and loved His church and found my richest fellowship among His people. A thousand times

‘my soul has been expanded as I have sat with my brethren worshiping in the house of the Lord. Their prayers

- have inspired me; their words of encouragement have caused me to press on, It was a pleasure to serve the

- Lord at twenty and forty and sixty, but now at seventy I find myself singing one certain song again and again—

“The Longer I Serve Him—The Sweeter He Grows”
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TESTIMONY No; 2 - THE PERSON WHOSE LIFE WAS WRECKED BY WRONG CHOICES

I look at life now and it is hard for me to realize that for thirty-two years I was nothing but a loser. Every

decision I made seemed to be wrong; every choice was the wrong choice.

I have a happy family., My wife, three daughters and three diiferent dogs live out on the old home place and
life is enjoyable. But you know, for those first thirty-two years-l didn’t have any direction. I rememl_)er I
used to think . . . there’s sométlﬁhg in life for me to do . . . but I couldn’t find it and everything I tried to do
ended up wrong. The best things, the most exciting things always seemed to turn to ashes and misery and

bitterness and harshness.

I changed from college prep courses, for instance, to the general courses just to avoid language in high school.

I got thrown out of college twice for trying to get the president thrown out . . . just nonsensical things. .. no

direction . . . just drifting . . . pick up a cause here and fight for it when my heart wasn’t in it and I didn’t

really know what I was doing. I was just réising sand I guess.

At thirty-two years of age I came around and suddenly realized that everything that I thought was important

~was gone. I’d lost the staff of twenty-one people; the house in which we had lived had beeﬁ taken from us;

the Lincoln Continentals had been repossessed. My wife was fearing for her own sanity; my kids were so

scared they were in trouble in school and finally my wife had no choice but to leave.

I was sick three to six months a year. They said I maybe had six months at the outside to sing. 1 was living

on a friend’s lot . . . one room . . . no running water. I looked at my life and I just felt so aimless, so empty.

It’s a shame, isn’t it, when one reaches the age of thirty-two and finds himself with no goal, no pﬁrpbse and

nothing in life : . . he’s by himself . . . totally alone . . . no direction . . .

N | lookéd at my life and I just felt so aimless, so empty. It’s a shame, isn’t it, when you come up .to the age of

thirty-two and find yourself with no goal, no purpose and nothing in life . . . you’re by yourself . . . totally

alone . . . no direction . . .
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"___II:’STIMONY No. 3 — THE INTELLECTUAL AND .EMOT{ONAL STRUGGLER

- My life has many dimensions. I'm a woman . .. I’'m a wife . . . I'm a mother. .. I'm also a homemaker. ..
and in addition—a professional singer, My life is most interesting—to say the least. It is quite demanding . .I .
- sometimes a little frﬁstrating o 5 Ibut mostly. -ver-y fulfilling. One thing though, is certain in my life; a.il of

these different dimensions would create chaos if it were not for the special focus that ties it all toge'ther K

 that focus is the reality of Jesus Christ in my life,

Jesus Christ is the center of my existence. He holds that prominence because—ane day—I chose to give my
life to Him. That decision included my ambition . . . my family . . . my dreams . . . my abilities . . . as well as

my shortcomings . . . and even my failures. I chose to give all of my life to Him.

It hasn’t always been like tlus When T was younger, I had a great deal of confidence in myself and my abil-
ities and usually managed to succeed in whatever I really set my mind to do. It wasn’t until [ honestly gxém-
ined the long range values in my life and the real worth of what I was trying to accomplish that I came to the
- deep réaIizat:ion of my need for something outside of myself. The Bible showed me clearly that the some-

thiné I needed was really Someone . . . Jesus Christ! When I gave myself‘ to Him, the Christ of history sud-

" denly became the living Savior in my daily life.

Since giving myself to Him, all qf my life dimensions have become deeper and richer; because of the living
Christ, my life has a new meaning. Through Him I am able to be a better woman . . . a better wife . . . a bet-

ter mother . . . a better homemaker and even . . . a better artist.

Life is different . . . because Jesus Christ lives!
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Séction Y
PRAISE HIM!

INALE—Let’s Just Praise The Lord

(1) Choir, Leader and Audience/ “Something Beautiful”
(2) Choir and Audience/ “Let’s Just Praise The Lord”

(3) Choir, Solo and Audience/ “Get All Excited”

(4) Choir and Audience/ “Because He Lives”

(5) Choir and Audience/ “Alleluia”

(6) Leader (or Pastor)— Prayer of Thanks

(7} Choir— Prayer Response
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Finale -Let’s Just Praise the Lord

“Something Beautiful”
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*LEADER:

Well, down thru history, changing lives has been His business. He’s changed the rich—changed the poor. He’s

changed the high and the mighty and He’s changed the meek. He’s changed my life, maybe He’s changed

yours. But if He hasn’t, it can happen for you—right now! Ton:la},'1 Right where you are and you know—if
- you’ll let Him . . . (sing) -
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*PRAYER
Oh, great God of all creation. How thri]lingly we felt your presence with us,
- Thank you. .. Thank you , . . Thank you. Now as we go our various ways,
- may the inspiration of this tremendous hour linger on to make us ever better
.-servants of Thine, . :
Through Christ our Lord. . AMEN, ._} ! i
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